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Occasionally Answered QuestionsTranslation: Job by James and Aeschylus by More.

Q: Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place
for gold where they fine it. Iron is taken out of the earth,
and brass is molten out of the stone. He setteth an end to
darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of
darkness, and the shadow of death. The flood breaketh
out from the inhabitant; even the waters forgotten of the
foot: they are dried up, they are gone away from men. As
for the earth, out of it cometh bread: and under it is turned
up as it were fire. The stones of it are the place of
sapphires: and it hath dust of gold. There is a path which
no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture’s eye hath not
seen: The lion’s whelps have not trodden it, nor the fierce
lion passed by it. He putteth forth his hand upon the rock;
he overturneth the mountains by the roots. He cutteth out
rivers among the rocks; and his eye seeth every precious
thing. He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the
thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light.

But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the
place of understanding? Man knoweth not the price
thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living. The
depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with
me. It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be
weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be valued with the
gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire.
The gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange
of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. No mention shall
be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is
above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it,
neither shall it be valued with pure gold.

Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place
of understanding? Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all
living, and kept close from the fowls of the air.
Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame
thereof with our ears. God understandeth the way thereof,
and he knoweth the place thereof. For he looketh to the
ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven; To
make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the
waters by measure. When he made a decree for the rain,
and a way for the lightning of the thunder: Then did he
see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, and searched it
out. And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the LORD,
that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.

A: But I speak not of this, for already you are aware
of the truth. Rather listen to the sad story of mankind,
who like children lived until I gave them understanding
and a portion of reason; yet not in disparagement of men I
speak, but meaning to set forth the greatness of my
charity. For seeing they saw not, and hearing they
understood not, but like as shapes in a dream they
wrought all the days of their life in confusion. No houses
of brick raised in the warmth of the sun they had, nor
fabrics of wood, but like the little ants they dwelt
underground in the sunless depth of caverns. No certain
sign of approaching winter they knew, no harbinger of
flowering spring or fruitful summer; ever they labored at
random, till I taught them to discern the seasons by the
rising and the obscure setting of the stars. Numbers I
invented for them, the chiefest of all discoveries; I taught
them the grouping of letters, to be a memorial and record
of the past, the mistress of the arts and mother of the
Muses. I first brought under the yoke beasts of burden,
who by draft and carrying relieved men of their hardest
labors; I yoked the proud horse to the chariot, teaching
him obedience to the reins, to be the adornment of wealth
and luxury. I too contrived for sailors sea-faring vessels
with their flaxen wings. Alas for me! such inventions I
devised for mankind, but for myself I have no cunning to
escape disaster.

Hear but the rest, and you will wonder more at my
inventions and many arts. If sickness visited them, they
had no healing drug, no salve or soothing potion, but
wasted away for want of remedies, and this was my
greatest boon; for I revealed to them the mingling of
bland medicaments for the banishing of all diseases. And
many modes of divination I appointed: from dreams I
first taught them to judge what should befall in waking
state; I found the subtle interpretation of words half heard
or heard by chance, and of meetings by the way; and the
flight of taloned birds with their promise of fortune or
failure I clearly denoted, their various modes of life, their
mutual feuds, their friendships and consortings; I taught
men to observe the smooth plumpness of entrails, and the
color of the gall pleasing to the gods, and the mottled
symmetry of liver-lobe. Burning the thigh-bones wrapt in
fat and the long chine, I guided mankind to a hidden art,
and read to them the intimations of the altar-flames that
before were meaningless. So much then for these
inventions. And the secret treasures of the earth, all
benefits to men, copper, iron, silver, gold, —who but I
could boast their discovery? No one, I ween, unless in
idle vaunting.


